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Background of the Ta|ko -mon Masugata (square-style double gate)

The Taiko-mon is a masugata or square-style double gate, built to protect the castle entrance. Stone and earthen

walls enclose the square-shaped gate enclosure, along with its twin gates, one placed toward the inner and one

AxﬁFﬁ*ﬂﬁ a)*%\& Structire of Taiko-Mon Masugat toward the outer side of the gate enclosure. Formerly, both of Matsumoto Casﬂe’s Otemon and Kuromon were also

~ AR SOME / AMFIRANBIER /clo] 28 AT X masugata square-style gates. The Taiko-mon was built around 1595, following the construction of the the main

structure of Matsumoto Castle. It was demolished a little over 270 years later in 1871, and remained that way
until it was restored in 1999.

The Taiko-rou or drum tower, after which this gate was named, was mounted on top of its northern stone wall.

350 The bell and drum which were kept in the tower were used to relay a variety of signals. Placed beside the watchtower

2_0F] (RHEF) gate is a huge 22.5-ton stone called the Genba-ishi, which was placed there to give an imposing form to the
Nino-mon Gate (Korai style-mon) square style Taiko-mon gate.
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