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https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abn7950
https://flourish.studio/visualisations/

What drove global deforestation in the last two decades?

The world lost an average of 5.6 million hectares of forest to agriculture each year between 2001 and 2023.
That totalled an area five times the size of the UK. Shown is the share attributed to the production of different products.
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Average deforestation for beef was
around 2.3 million hectares per year.

That’s more than half the size of Denmark.
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Beef Oilseeds Forestry Cereals Roots Vegetables, Coffee, Plant-based Pulses Sugar
(e.g. soy, palm)  (wood, paper) & tubers  fruits, nuts cocoa fibres

& spices
Note: Data covers deforestation linked to agricultural and forestry commodities, which account for approximately 0% of global deforestation.
Native forest that is cleared for tree plantations is counted as deforestation ('Forestry').

Data source: Singh & Persson (2026). Global patterns of commodity-driven deforestation and associated carbon emissions. Nature Food.

OurWorldinData.org — Research and data to make progress against the world’s largest problems. Licensed under CC-BY by the author Hannah Ritchie.
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Global greenhouse gas emissions by sector REE
This is shown for the year 2016 — global greenhouse gas emissions were 49.4 billion tonnes CO.eq.
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OurWorIdlnData org Research and data to make progress against the world's largest problems.
Source: Climate Watch, the World Resources Institute (2020). Licensed under CC-BY by the author Hannah Ritchie (2020).
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Sunita Narain: Come out and claim the road
November 10, 2013 , Business Standard

Now the challenge is to reinvent city planning
so that we can do this as we become rich.
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